
The olive tree is a universal 
symbol of peace and victory. 
In Palestine, since olive trees 
can survive growing in poor 
soil they are also a symbol of 
resilience and resistance and 
represent a love of the land 
itself, a source of income, 
wealth and culture.

The loss of olive trees has 
economic, ecological and 
psychological consequences.
It is estimated that one million 
olive trees have been uprooted 
by Israel since 1967, a collective 
punishment that goes to the 
heart and soul of Palestinians. 

Israel justifies its action saying 
that gunmen and stone throwers 
hide in the olive groves. Farmers 
are discouraged from replanting 
the trees. Often a permit is 
required to harvest the olives 
and this can be denied if anyone 
from the family has been involved 
in political activity. And getting 
a permit is just the beginning, 
then there are security barriers 
to be crossed. The plants can 
survive with little care but the 
downside of this is that under 
an old Ottoman law, land that has 
been abandoned for four years 
can be claimed by the Israeli state.

Jenny Matthews, 2021

 ‘If the olive trees knew the 
hands that planted them, 
their oil would have 
become tears’. 
Mahmoud Darwish 
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The home of an extended family 
destroyed during the Israeli 2009 
Operation Cast Lead.

Gaza 
Jebel Rayas 
area
Jabalya
2009



People whose homes were destroyed in Operation 
Cast Lead stay in the sports club.

above: A’aesha Al Attar mother of seven

centre: Reeham Al Attar mother of four

right: Naela Al Attar 24 , mother of three

Ghanima Hamoda 
camping on the top of her destroyed home.

Gaza 
Jebel Rayas 
area
Jabalya
2009

Gaza 
Beach 
Refugee 
Camp
2009



Halima Al Nidar 
aged 18, in the final year of secondary school, 
in front of her  home destroyed during 
Operation Cast Lead.

Jabalya
Gaza 
2009

Najar Zawaraa collecting firewood
‘There’s no gas in Gaza. I’ve eight children to 
feed. My husband has no work. We live off 
UN rations, every three months we receive 
them. Life is even worse now – we’re afraid, 
everything has been destroyed and there’s no 
work. We left our house after the tanks came 
but now we’ve gone back’.



Halima’s mother 
with remains of 500-year-old olive tree 
maliciously destroyed by the Israeli Defence 
Force who bulldozed the olive grove.

Jabalya
Gaza
2009



A pupil at the Sakhneen Elementary school 
where 9 out of 14 classrooms were destroyed. 
On the first day of the war students were told to 
stay at home. The school was taken over by the 
Israelis who made it into a military camp. When 
they left it was bombed as well as destroyed  
by tanks. 

Nabeela 
a mother of five, with a photo of her son 
Mohammed who was killed when their home 
was bombed. Another 15-year-old son Abed 
Al_Hadi lost an eye and Khaleel aged 16 lost 
both legs. 

Jabalya
Gaza 
2009

Al Boreiji
Gaza 
2009



Children’s drawings of the effects of 
Israeli bombing

Gaza
2009



Jihad aged 9 
living in a tent with her family after her home 
was bombed.

Jabalya
Gaza
2009

Nablus
2018



Demonstration against Israeli bombing 
of Gaza
A banner with the names of some of the 2251 
(including 1462 civilians) Palestinians killed.

Demonstration against Israeli bombing 
of Gaza 
Young woman with face painted in the colours 
of the Palestinian flag.

London
2014



Anwar winnowing during the olive harvestAnine 
village 
near 
Jenin, 
West 
Bank 
2018



Love hearts 
painted on house walls to celebrate a wedding.
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