
In February 1994 I was on a photo 
assignment for an aid agency in 
Rwanda. A few months later the 
country was decimated by the 
genocide with an estimated one 
million people killed. 

I went back in July 1994, just 
as the killing ended, to look for 
the people I had worked with, 
but found no one alive. At the 
same time I started working for 
Africa Rights, a human rights 
organisation, taking photos of 
survivors to accompany their 
testimonies. 

Rwanda has made a remarkable 
recovery but many lives will be 
forever scarred.
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Epiphanie Nyirabatakanwa 
is reunited with her niece 
Uwimana Enatoc aged three. 
Her own children were killed 
during the genocide

Butare
1995



 

Polaroid photos of 
non accompanied children  
taken in 1995-96 by Save the 
Children and International 
Committee of the Red Cross, 
to try to reunite them with their 
families.

2014

These photos were attached to the child’s 
documentation and then stored in a tin trunk for 
twenty years. When it was opened in 2014 many 
of the documents were damaged and the pages 
stuck together, a fitting reflection of the damage 
experienced by everyone who lived through the 
genocide.

Photos over page:
left: Rwanda/Zaire border, 
July 1994 
Weapons collected from 
soldiers and civilians crossing 
into Zaire after the genocide

right: Bisesero, 1996
Most of the men and all the 
women of the village were 
killed. A couple hundred of 
the 800,000 victims of the 
genocide





‘On the morning of 18  April 1994, there was a feeling of panic in 
the Tutsi community. Everyone was looking for a place to hide. I 
preferred to go into the forest nearby but the criminals found me 
that very day. 

There were a lot of men, women, girls and boys who were 
practically all Hutus from the area and they all supported the Tutsi 
genocide. They put me in the front of a vehicle and drove me to 
the Rinda road. When we got there, they undressed me. 

They gave my clothes to a woman who was taking part in 
this attack. I did not take note of the genocidal criminals who did 
this to me as I am not from this commune. They hit me several 
times with their machetes and this is how my right hand was cut 
off as well as the fingers from my left hand apart from the thumb. 
I was also hit on the head and on the left leg with machetes and 
then I fell unconscious to the ground. 

This was at about 10:00 a.m. That evening, I regained 
consciousness. I was completely soaked because it had been 
raining a lot. I was so thirsty that I drank the rain water from the 
ponds. I tried to get up but it was impossible. How can you get up 
without hands? I dragged myself along the ground. When I arrived 
at my grandmother’s house, I found it had already been destroyed. 
I stayed amongst the ruins. I did not see anyone. I spent the night 
there bleeding profusely.’

Consolée Mukalisa
genocide survivor
Consolée was 
machetted and 
raped and left 
for dead

Butare
1995



‘I was in Runyinya when Habyarimana (the President) was killed. 
My husband was called Fréderine Gabiro and was a farmer. I was 
pregnant and on the 17th April I left to have the baby as well as 
flee. One week later I gave birth without any nurse. I had a little girl 
called Rosine Umuhoza. 

When I left Runinya the situation was delicate and the 
priest, Father Francois Ngomirakiza took us in his car, the 
pregnant women and the wounded. He took us to the clinic in 
Butare. 

On the 22nd the killing began. The doctors and nurses 
were divided ethnically. On the 23rd I was in the maternity and 
the soldiers and peasants came. I was very pregnant and had my 
youngest child Alphonsine who was five with me. When I saw the 
attack begin I wanted to get out but the criminals caught me, cut 
me with a machete on my face and head and wounded my foot. 

My child was almost killed, but not quite – but she never 
regained consciousness. As for me, the Red Cross took us and 
looked after us but it was useless because the killers came back 
to finish us off. When the Red Cross left at night the soldiers 
accompanied by the Interahambwe came to select and kill.’

Spéciose Mukakibibi 
aged 37, from Runyina, 
machetted at a clinic during 
the genocide when she was 
pregnant. Widow of the 
genocide. Three of her 
five children were killed

Nyamirambo
1995





Kibungo hospital 1994
Kamonzi, orphan survivor

Kigali August 1994
Angelique, the only survivor from her 
family. She has machete scars on her 
neck and a wound on her head



‘On 13 May 1994, a large number of militiamen and soldiers from 
Gitarama, Gisenyi and practically the whole country arrived in 
buses and trucks. They surrounded us and shot at us persistently. 

Many women and children were killed that day especially 
since many were unable to run. My wife, Marthe Nyirahategeka 
and my seven children as well as my grandchildren were killed 
that day. 

The militiamen were always dressed in white and they 
wore green plants on their heads. They were like madmen.  
That day they managed to kill many of us. The hills were covered 
in dead bodies. 

They returned the next day to comb through the bodies. 
The militiamen also took away our cows and they gathered 
everything we had grown from our fields. 

A small number of us hid in a hole. It was difficult to 
organise ourselves and we were hungry since we had had nothing 
at all to eat. Even so, in the evening we all met on the hill to try and 
raise the young people’s spirits so that they could carry on running 
and fighting. We had suffered a lot. At night we saw dogs and other 
animals that came to devour the bodies. During the day crows 
would come with the militiamen to come and eat the bodies  
as well.’
Simeon has now remarried and has five new children including 
Zaninka Dorothee  and Esperance Nyirarukundu.

Simeon Karamaga 
(born 1943 ) was one 
of the leaders of the 
defence of Bisesero

Bisesero  
2014 



Kigali 1995
During the genocide Esther’s husband 
and 20 of her relatives were killed

Kibungo 1994
Genocide survivor

1995



Table football with obliterated faces
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Kigali 1995. School sign pitted with bullet marks 



In 1996 Rwandans who had sought refuge in Zaire/DRC after the genocide (in which many of them were 
complicit) were forced back to Rwanda



Genocide widows farm together





My work in Rwanda was made 
possible with the support of
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ActionAid UK
Africa Rights
Care International
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Save the Children UK
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